Suppose you cut
a tall bamboo in two,
Make the bottom piece a woman,
The head piece a man;
Rub them together,
Till they kindle.
Tell me now,
The fire that is born,
Is male or female?
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Ours is 2 patriarchal society where men dominate the lives of women. They

make the choices for women and decide what should be and what should
_ not be for them. :
Feminism seeks to Bring about an awareness among women-and men,

of the cpression and exploitationrfaced by women in the society, al work
and within the family, because of this patriarchy. Itis trying to identify the
sxstence of sexism (discrAmination on the basis of gender), and male
gominaton and to create a common p’atfmm for equal sharing by both
tor a beiter future:



Next Time Around

And so she went to sleep for 100 years!'

When | wake up either-things will be better or they will be -

worse,Or perhaps man will have destroyed himself com-
pletely and the women as well. In any event things will be -
different; but as for me,| need a rest! One Thousand years
slipped by slowly, or they slipped by fast, to her it didn't

matter; and when they were over, she woke up and yawned.

Half a dozen-doctors.approached her at once. ‘What is your
age? What is your status? Are youwunmarried or are you
divorced? ‘Haven't things changed?’ She asked the men.
‘Oh yes', they answered, ‘In one thousand years man has
advanced to the planets and stars. Our children are well-
fed, our women looked after; and every single man has a

house of his own and a reasonable income.

- A story by Suniti Namjoshi
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8Th. March is a significant day in history since 1857, On this day,
women working in textile factories in England, for the first time
raised their voice for equal rights. It was a beginning for society to
acknowledge women as equal contributers.

If you believe that woman is not justa. non-lden'tlty 1o be used and
mis-used, if you believe in a tommorrow thatcan be m]ust and
fair, where every individual is accorded due dlgnlty. then do iom In 3
this celebration, and give it your strength. <

WHY ARE WE CELEBRATING IT?

This occas-on gives us an opporiunity o reflect and voice our concem for
women. around. the globe. it is our Way.of expressing solidarity with the
long struggle for justice and equality, in which women ara involved. Weare
having a number of activities, 1o highlight various facets of women's’ issues
that confront the society at large. : :

Some Areas WHeRe WoMmeN ARE MARGINALISED.
: . A S .

More work and less pay for womet in most areas - Women constitute
5p% of the world population and §7% of the total work labourbut gat
only 10% of the total income-and own 15z of pnopeny

Unaccountability And Non- sharing ot Domestic Work and chid
rearing - For ysars women have ruy nomes and yet this contnbtmm
rerains invisible: it is time man bécame equal partners in domesbc
work and child rearing. >

Vulnerabilify of wormen's  bodies in ldentity. Politics - women silenced
and objectified are made part 'of property relations to be owned and
desired. On'ocecasions of communal clashes, womensbodfesbemme
sites for transgression, rapes, and nsults.

B

Marginilisation of womar's participation in. Politics - The numbsr of
women members in the lok sabha has touched an all ime low. The bil
on 33% reservation for women still hangs in the air with no hooeol i
baing passed. This is déspite every party promising rnsewaﬁonhmew
manifestoes.

Representation of women as sites of des:re and viclence - the meda
- churns out endless stereotypical images of woman as objects of gis-
play, with subsidiary and insignificant roles to play: images that don't
allow women thejr own mdw‘dualny only transform them inlo passive
screens. to project male fantasy. - i :
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In India, according to the National Crime Records Bureau'’s cusectet] oAesetdl S16H 642 WHIP), =5 z

Four out of 10 womien in India have experienced violence in the home.

Approximately 6.000 women are killed in India every year because of dowry.

Unofficial estimates are as high as 15.000 deaths a year

Woman s battered every 15 seconds

Sexual harassment case every 53 minutes

Kidnapping and abduclion Case every 23 minutes

Women are murdered avery 77 minutes

Rape occurs every 28 minutes

Womar is murdered every 77 minutes :

Rape occurs every 29 minutes (1 in § victims of rage & a chid - 19 out of 20 rape £2 o Mel2 D5 2llef uiet SRR 20 & ATy

accused walk free, acquitted One rape out of around 89 gets reported) . .

» According 1o the 2001 census, there were only 933 women for every 4,000 men in £2 3¢ Pefi2 Rs 0 w2 viticER 2 & inicsial G01 Gidd €2 4 DRl 1 cnas] el
india. The sex ratio in the state of Gujarat is womboa;_th:w wmn r?ec' 1.000 me%n. : 8. @oP), se tanesiuidl §8d 2 ¥ GiiicaRe) Bl e 8 £2 0 Hidl 36

> 445.964 girls'in 2001 were less compared 1o - num as increased 10 : 3

454396 1 2011 in India. Gl chidren are ‘missing" as'a result of female feticide and cianiesifo Hcdm §2 8.

infanticide - 3008 ofl AIERN UMD, YeHER 1,000 YR €33 1A adl, a2, 2048 oAl wagy,
» 57% girls get marry before the age of 18 years. YoHER B Aot 1,000 YRNIA €4€ il B,
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To change these numbers we need everyone!

8th March is marked as a special day for women's empowesment. 2l women and men who
support women's equalty, development, peace and right to dignified life can participate ig
it The struggle remains open to sl those who identify with - Express your solidarity and
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support by standing up for human rights of giris and
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Olakh A Space to Share
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Feminist Resource, Counseling and Training Center ) N3 1?{‘ SLZ % l SR, ks 58
8 - A Nivruti Colony, Opp. Jilla Taiim Bhavan, MUER AGLAHAL U

Arya Kanya Road, Karelibaug, Vadodara. Guiarat, Inca,

Phone: +01 265 2486487, 2486037 ) v

Email: olakh.space@gmail.com i
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#\d: olakh space@gmail.com

Qoidig2: Website : www.olakh.org.in



